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1. Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. 
2. Answer all questions in English 
-------------- 
The term Democracy comes from the Greek words dêmos (people) and Kratos (power). In its 
literal meaning, democracy means the "rule of the people". In fact it is a form of government in 
which all eligible people have an equal say in the decisions that affect their lives. Democracy as 
a political system existed in some Greek city-states, notably Athens following a popular 
uprising in 508 BC. 
Equality and freedom have both been identified as important characteristics of democracy since 
ancient times. These principles are reflected in all citizens being equal before the law and 
having equal access to legislative processes. For example, in a representative democracy, every 
vote has equal weight, no unreasonable restrictions can apply to anyone seeking to become a 
representative, and the freedom of its citizens is secured by legitimized rights and liberties 
which are generally protected by a constitution. 
There are several varieties of democracy, some of which provide better representation and more 
freedom for their citizens than others. However, if any democracy is not structured so as to 
prohibit the government from excluding the people from the legislative process, or any branch 
of government from altering the separation of powers in its own favour, then a branch of the 
system can accumulate too much power and destroy the democracy. Separation of powers is a 
model of governance under which the state is divided into branches, each with separate and 
independent powers and areas of responsibility so that no one branch has more power than the 
other branches. The normal division of branches is into an executive, a legislature, and a 
judiciary. 

QUESTION 1 (1 MARK) 
 Write a title in English which best summarizes the story  
 
QUESTION 2 (0.5 MARK EACH) 
 Explain in English the meaning of the following phrases from the text (maximum 8 words 
for each phrase): 
 a) “every vote has equal weight” 
  b) “apply to anyone” 
 
QUESTIONS 3 (1 MARK EACH) 
 Answer in English the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS as far as possible: 

a) Which are the most important principles of democracy?  
b) How can a democracy be threatened? 

 
QUESTION 4 (1 MARK EACH) 
 Complete the following sentences. Your answers must be related to the ideas contained in 
the text 
 a) If there was no separation of powers, democracy. . . . .  
 b) The best way of describing democracy......... 
 c) Every vote has equal weight, because..... 
 
QUESTION 5 (3 MARKS) 
 
Explain your view about democracy  (minimum 70 words, maximum 100). Use your own words in 
English. 
 


